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138 Raeberry Street, 
Glasgow 
G20 6EA 


November 2020 
— 
Dear (¢ b ; 


Life is an amazing gift. However, it is always uncertain. Mine has changed dramatically 
these past few weeks. Feeling unwell, | sought medical help, spent some time in hospital, and 
was told that | am very seriously ill with cancer. 


That, obviously, has implications for the future of Hide and Seek. The 2021 edition is 
almost ready to go to the printers (with blank pages included this year, | promise!). My personal 
assistant and able computerist, Mrs. Ruth Harper, is being a great help. So you should receive 
your copies of H + S the first week of December as usual. 


However, there is, sadly, no way that | can prepare the projected 125" Anniversary 
edition of 2022. As you will see, there were only eleven entries this year. | have tried my best 
over the past nine years to reverse the decline in the numbers involved with H + S, but have ~ 
failed to do so. It looks as if you will be bidding farewell next year, not only to your editor, but 
also to H +S itself — unless someone out there has a viable solution. | am exploring with lan _ - 
Patterson, the possibility of having H + S incorporated into Nemo’s Almanac, and having a ane “bs [ 
celebrating the 125 years of H + S in the 2022 edition of Nemo. 


Meanwhile, enjoy H + S 2021 when it comes — provision will be made to receive entries 


next November 1°, and prizes will be awarded as usual. (Eytugs 3 be Gent Jan Patlerter - 


Many, many thanks for your involvement with H + S over the years. | have hugely 
enjoyed corresponding with you all. You have proved to be, not just contestants, but friends. 
| have appreciated that beyond what words can tell. 
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Post a poem today! 


Deas TR. es f 2 | 
Vi ted 6 A sag Pi hey hema tah 
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Laition Will soon he dvact (£3 Coby 24 daual 
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